FRANZ  JOSEPH
veto, it is plain that Tisza has the decision in his hands. Will he stand fast?
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In his villa in Ischl, whither he has returned with all speed after the funeral ceremony, the old Emperor sits in his shooting-coat over the letter which Berchtold, his Foreign Minister, has laid before him. If long experience could make a statesman, Franz Joseph in his old age ought to be cleverer than in his youth. The fact that, having lost all his wars, he wants no more of them, does not mean that he is -a convinced pacifist; and in spite of the Spanish isolation with which this last Emperor in history "hedges his divinity," he has an ear for thfe voice of his subjects; he feels and considers the wishes of the officers and officials, German and Hungarian, who are the last props of his artificial throne. His heart is in nowise moved by 'his nephew's death; he never liked the Archduke, and his impossible marriage had intensified dislike into such detestation that he saw in the news of the double murder nothing but the judgment of God, and vsaicl at once to his adjutant: "The Almighty will not be defied* Three days after these cruel words, he is con-sfflQirtag the prospects for his deer-stalking, which, after all he has lo,s;t, remains .fpr him the last delight in life. He;qaf5g§ tittle who shall reign after him; probably he realises itt&t this Empire, which contains so many centrifugal f«e% if held together now only by a universal res|>ec4 asn0unting to reverence* for his advanced age; a Certain .dignity- and majesty make intimacy impossible with $!i Jtp|ji Emperor, even more than with the Tsar
*
one m^t mofe @*m weary; erne must see nside the Empire, am4?H necessary* try to use $& oftter dafiger to averfthe mneir, A few Qays ago he said $0 j$& German Amlmsssidet, who came to excuse the Kais^^feelm^s absenc©: "l&e a very dar 7 do wtkiow whether we tq* afford » kvk on
37mat, and it would be all up with |us. Wnat shall we ask Berlin to give us ? A general under-in the Nibelungen style? Will they be good 33                                  cann and \expndtw3 Kaiser Wijhelm; Yanushkyevitch and, Moltke\loch\af0\hich\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'97\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0 they all \expndtw0 live, or did live, on unmolested; all of them except Moltke \expndtw2 outlasted the war. Not one of ,the conquered was brought \expndtw14 before the Courts of his State. The murderer of the \expndtw3 Archduke was tortured to death; the murderer of Jaurfcs \expndtw-3 was finally acquitted.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li50\fi263\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-270\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw12\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 But the people of Europe paid the bill  with  nine \expndtw-1 million corpses.}\par \pard \plain \li810\ri2106\sb760\sa0{\pict\wmetafile8\picw4940\pich3124\picwgoal2800\pichgoal1771
